[Atherosclerotic renal artery stenosis].
Only patients with the typical symptoms of a stenosis of the renal artery should be submitted to a screening examination. In elderly patients with suspected atherosclerotic stenosis of the renal artery, color-coded duplex ultrasonography is the diagnostic method of choice. If visualization proves to be poor, and in particular when accessory renal arteries are present, magnetic resonance angiography may be considered. If there is significant stenosis of the renal artery, and if a positive effect on renal function or blood pressure control is to be expected, percutaneous transluminal angioplasty with implantation of a stent is the treatment of first choice. In the case of patients with additional aortic pathology, operative revascularization must be considered.